gards topic and site. Right after we were taken to the opening of the CID and the congress center at the Porte Maillot. The history gala dinner at the Pavillon Ledoyen, Champs Elysées, formally concluded the history sessions. On this occasion, the first Abraham Buschke (1868-1943) Memorial Lecture was held by Prof. JeanPaul Ortonne, Nice, charming, personal and soft spoken, mirroring the character of the orator.
Monday, July 1, the full-fledged program took off and the world meeting rolled. 11,700 registrants from more than 125 countries and places were counted as per Tuesday morning, July 2. I guess this is a record number for a world congress. I have personally participated in the world congresses since Munich 1967, and the only really useful and sensible gift to the participants was Steve Katz's magnifying lens with the Big Apple in red on the handle, in New York 1992 -till now. In Paris, an 820-odd page volume on the history of French dermatology was handed out. Another 'sans pareil' which better exemplified the term 'pharaonic' mentioned at the beginning. Daniel Wallch and Gérard Tilles -mes chèrs amis et confrères -are to be congratulated for this 'magnum opus' together with all their contributors. To the best of my knowledge, there is nothing comparable available on the history of any national dermatology in the world.
Fifty years ago I did not have the money to pay the ticket for the elevator to the top of the Tour Eiffel, I had to climb the steps on foot to the first visitors' terrace, more than 700 steps if I remember correctly. This time I intended to pay and go up, looking down on Paris, international dermatology, hundreds of friends and thousands of colleagues from all over the world -albeit the queues were very long and many hundreds of tourists were filing up. I had to turn round -enthusiasm, ambition, dedication unbroken only the bones. I headed back to Vienna and arrived at 1.00 a.m. the next morning looking forward to another round of surgery.
